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til 
the

 w
ar 

ye
ars

. A
fte

r t
he

 Se
co

nd
 W

or
ld 

Wa
r, t

he
 nu

mb
er

 of
 fix

ed
 st

ati
on

s 
de

cre
as

ed
 si

gn
ific

an
tly

 be
ca

us
e o

f th
e c

ed
ed

 te
rri

tor
ies

. T
he

 st
ati

on
 ne

tw
or

k 
wa

s t
he

n u
pg

rad
ed

 in
 th

e 1
95

0s
 du

e t
o a

 nu
mb

er
 of

 di
"e

re
nt 

fac
tor

s. 
So

me
 

of 
the

 ol
d s

tat
ion

s w
er

e i
n t

er
rib

le 
co

nd
itio

n, 
an

d t
he

 es
tab

lis
hm

en
t o

f a
 ne

w 
sta

tio
n, 

wh
ich

 co
uld

 at
 th

e s
am

e t
im

e b
e p

lac
ed

 in
 a 

mo
re

 op
tim

al 
loc

ati
on

, 
wa

s o
fte

n c
on

sid
er

ed
 a 

be
tte

r s
olu

tio
n. 

Th
e n

ew
 na

tio
na

l b
or

de
r d

uri
ng

 th
e 

So
vie

t le
as

e o
f P

or
kk

ala
 pe

nin
su

la 
als

o c
ha

ng
ed

 th
e s

tat
ion

 ne
tw

or
k. 

In 
the

 
es

tab
lis

hm
en

t o
f t

he
 n

ew
 st

ati
on

s, 
the

 g
oa

l o
f n

eu
tra

lity
 p

atr
ols

 w
as

 g
ive

n 
gr

ea
t e

mp
ha

sis
. T

he
 gr

ow
th 

of 
ple

as
ure

 bo
ati

ng
 ac

tiv
itie

s in
 th

e 1
96

0s
 cr

ea
ted

 
pr

es
su

re
 to

 pl
ac

e s
tat

ion
s in

 ar
ea

s w
he

re
 ac

tiv
e p

atr
oll

ing
 w

as
 ne

ed
ed

. A
t th

e 
sa

me
 tim

e, 
the

 up
gr

ad
ing

 of
 th

e fl
ee

t, t
he

 sh
ifti

ng
 of

 fo
cu

s o
nto

 m
ari

tim
e s

ur-
ve

illa
nc

e (
wh

ich
 be

ga
n a

lre
ad

y i
n t

he
 19

50
s),

 an
d t

he
 in

cre
as

ing
ly 

tec
hn

olo
gi-

ca
l n

atu
re 

of 
su

rve
illa

nc
e a

cti
vit

ies
 al

l le
d t

o a
 re

du
cti

on
 of

 th
e s

tat
ion

 ne
tw

or
k. 

Ac
ro

ss
 th

e y
ea

rs,
 an

d i
nc

lud
ing

 th
e B

ay
 of

 Vy
bo

rg
 an

d L
ak

e L
ad

og
a, 

a 
to

tal
 o

f a
ro

un
d 

13
0 

co
as

tg
ua

rd
 st

ati
on

s h
av

e 
op

er
ate

d 
on

 Fi
nn

ish
 sh

or
es

. 
To

da
y, 

the
re

 a
re

 18
 c

oa
st 

gu
ar

d 
sta

tio
ns

 in
 o

pe
ra

tio
n. 

Th
e 

er
a 

of 
wi

nte
r 

sta
tio

ns
 en

de
d r

ath
er

 sh
or

tly
 af

ter
 th

e w
ar

s, 
wi

th 
ar

ou
nd

 10
0 

su
ch

 st
ati

on
s 

ha
vin

g o
pe

ra
ted

 du
rin

g t
he

 15
 ye

ar
s t

ha
t t

he
y w

er
e i

n u
se

. 

Flo
ati

ng
 eq

uip
me

nt
In 

the
 ea

rly
 ye

ar
s o

f t
he

 Fi
nn

ish
 C

oa
st 

Gu
ar

d, 
the

 ne
w 

or
ga

nis
ati

on
 ha

d t
o 

ma
ke

 do
 w

ith
 ol

d v
es

se
ls.

 Th
e o

lde
st 

of 
the

m 
ha

d b
ee

n b
uil

t b
ac

k i
n t

he
 19

th 
ce

ntu
ry.

 Fa
irly

 so
on

, h
ow

ev
er,

 so
me

 ne
w 

ve
ss

els
 w

er
e 

ac
qu

ire
d. 

Pe
rh

ap
s 

the
 be

st 
kn

ow
n o

f th
es

e a
re

 th
e p

atr
ol 

mo
to

rb
oa

ts,
 fo

r w
hic

h t
he

 ab
br

ev
ia-

tio
n V

MV
 w

as
 us

ed
. T

he
 fir

st 
of 

the
se

 w
er

e r
ec

eiv
ed

 al
re

ad
y i

n 1
93

0, 
wi

th 
the

 
to

tal
 nu

mb
er

 so
on

 re
ac

hin
g 

16
. W

he
n p

lan
nin

g 
the

 V
MV

-cl
as

s v
es

se
l, o

ne
 

of 
the

 pe
rsp

ec
tiv

es
 co

ns
ide

re
d w

as
 th

e p
ot

en
tia

l u
tili

sa
tio

n o
f t

he
 ve

ss
els

 
for

 m
ilit

ar
y d

efe
nc

e. 
Th

e o
the

r v
es

se
ls 

ac
qu

ire
d b

y t
he

 Co
as

t G
ua

rd
, o

n t
he

 
ot

he
r h

an
d, 

we
re

 pr
im

ar
ily

 de
sig

ne
d f

or
 co

as
t g

ua
rd

 op
er

ati
on

s. 
Alt

ho
ug

h 
the

 ve
ss

els
 w

er
e r

ela
tiv

ely
 ol

d, 
the

y w
er

e i
n b

ett
er

 co
nd

itio
n t

ha
n t

he
 N

av
y’s

 
ow

n fl
ee

t. I
nd

ee
d, 

du
rin

g t
he

 w
ar

 ye
ar

s, 
ap

pr
ox

im
ate

ly 
30

% 
of 

the
 N

av
y’s

 
ve

ss
els

 be
lon

ge
d t

o t
he

 C
oa

st 
Gu

ar
d. 

SU
MM

AR
Y

Me
n, 

sta
tio

ns
 an

d v
es

se
ls 

inh
er

ite
d f

ro
m 

fin
nis

h c
us

tom
s

Ar
ou

nd
 32

0 
em

plo
ye

es
 of

 Fi
nn

ish
 C

us
to

ms
 be

ca
me

 pa
rt 

of 
the

 ne
w 

Co
as

t 
Gu

ar
d. 

Th
es

e 
we

re
 su

pp
lem

en
ted

 b
y t

em
po

ra
ry 

em
plo

ye
es

 a
nd

 6
5 

ne
w 

po
sit

ion
s. 

In 
the

 b
eg

inn
ing

, t
he

 tu
rn

ov
er

 w
as

 h
igh

. D
ur

ing
 th

e 
firs

t y
ea

r, 
mo

re
 th

an
 on

e h
un

dr
ed

 pe
op

le 
su

bm
itte

d t
he

ir n
ot

ific
ati

on
 of

 re
sig

na
tio

n, 
wi

th 
ha

lf o
f t

he
se

 b
ein

g 
pr

ev
iou

s e
mp

loy
ee

s o
f C

us
to

ms
. O

ne
 o

f t
he

 re
a-

so
ns

 fo
r t

he
 re

sig
na

tio
ns

 w
as

 th
e a

dv
an

ce
d a

ge
 of

 m
an

y o
f th

e p
er

so
nn

el.
 

Di
sm

iss
als

 al
so

 to
ok

 p
lac

e, 
oft

en
 d

ue
 to

 th
e 

em
plo

ye
e’s

 la
ck

 o
f s

uit
ab

ilit
y 

for
 th

e t
as

ks
 of

 th
e C

oa
st 

Gu
ar

d. 
Th

e 
fix

ed
 st

ati
on

s t
o 

be
 u

se
d 

by
 th

e 
ne

wl
y e

sta
bli

sh
ed

 o
rg

an
isa

tio
n 

we
re

 m
ain

ly 
pr

em
ise

s, 
sta

tio
ns

 an
d o

the
r b

as
es

 fo
rm

er
ly 

us
ed

 by
 Cu

sto
ms

. 
Th

er
e w

er
e 1

1 fi
xe

d s
tat

ion
s i

n u
se

 du
rin

g t
he

 in
itia

l p
ha

se
, a

nd
 th

e n
um

be
r 

qu
ick

ly 
inc

re
as

ed
 to

 se
ve

ra
l d

oz
en

.
In 

ad
dit

ion
 to

 th
e 

sta
tio

ns
, t

he
 F

inn
ish

 C
oa

st 
Gu

ar
d 

als
o 

inh
er

ite
d 

a 
nu

mb
er

 o
f s

hip
s a

nd
 b

oa
ts 

fro
m 

Cu
sto

ms
. T

he
 ve

ss
els

 in
 u

se
 d

ur
ing

 
th

e 
fir

st 
ye

ar
 in

clu
de

d 
15

 s
te

am
sh

ips
 c

on
ve

rte
d 

fo
r u

se
 a

s 
co

as
tg

ua
rd

 
ve

ss
els

, 2
5 m

ot
or

ise
d v

es
se

ls,
 13

 fa
st 

mo
to

rb
oa

ts 
an

d t
hr

ee
 sl

ow
 m

ot
or

-
bo

ats
, n

ine
 sa

ilb
oa

ts 
wi

th 
au

xil
iar

y e
ng

ine
s a

nd
 56

 bo
ats

 co
nfi

sc
ate

d f
ro

m 
sm

ug
gle

rs.
 In

 ad
dit

ion
, e

xtr
a v

es
se

ls 
we

re
 ob

tai
ne

d b
y b

or
ro

wi
ng

 fo
ur

 ol
d 

mi
ne

sw
ee

pe
rs 

fro
m 

th
e 

Co
as

tal
 F

lee
t, 

an
d 

th
re

e 
mo

on
sh

ine
 sm

ug
gli

ng
 

ve
ss

els
 c

on
fis

ca
te

d 
by

 C
us

to
ms

 w
er

e 
tu

rn
ed

 in
to

 m
ob

ile
 st

ati
on

s. 
On

e 
ste

am
sh

ip 
wa

s a
lso

 b
or

ro
we

d 
fro

m 
th

e 
Fin

nis
h 

Ma
rit

im
e 

Ad
mi

nis
tra

tio
n. 

Th
e fl

ee
t w

as
 ra

th
er

 di
ve

rse
 an

d b
es

t s
uit

ed
 fo

r u
se

 in
 go

od
 w

ea
th

er.
 D

ue
 

to
 th

is 
re

str
ict

ion
, th

e fl
ee

t w
as

 ex
pa

nd
ed

 by
 th

e a
cq

uis
itio

n o
f tw

o s
te

am
 

tu
gs

 ca
pa

ble
 of

 w
int

er
 op

er
ati

on
s. 

Th
e s

tat
ion

 ne
tw

or
k

In 
Ju

ne
 19

30
, th

e f
oll

ow
ing

 11
 fix

ed
 co

as
t g

ua
rd

 st
ati

on
s b

eg
an

 th
eir

 op
er

a-
tio

ns
: H

aa
pa

sa
ari

, S
öd

er
sk

är,
 Po

rkk
ala

, U
tö,

 Ö
rö

, K
ök

ar,
 H

ell
ma

n, 
Ku

iva
sa

ari
, 

Go
gla

nd
, T

ytä
rsa

ar
i a

nd
 La

va
ns

aa
ri. 

At
 th

e e
nd

 of
 th

e s
ail

ing
 se

as
on

, m
an

y 
fix

ed
 st

ati
on

s c
los

ed
 an

d w
er

e r
ep

lac
ed

 by
 se

pa
rat

e w
int

er
 st

ati
on

s. 
In 

so
me

 
pla

ce
s, 

the
se

 op
er

ate
d i

n fi
xe

d s
tat

ion
 pr

em
ise

s, 
bu

t o
fte

n a
lso

 in
 pr

iva
tel

y 
ow

ne
d s

um
me

r c
ot

tag
es

 or
 ot

he
r s

uc
h l

oc
ati

on
s. 

By
 th

e m
id-

19
50

s, 
the

 VM
Vs

 w
er

e r
ea

ch
ing

 th
e e

nd
 of

 th
eir

 lif
es

pa
n, 

an
d 

the
 m

uc
h-n

ee
de

d 
ne

w 
bo

ats
 a

rri
ve

d 
in 

the
 fo

rm
 o

f t
he

 n
ew

 K
os

ke
lo-

cla
ss

 
ve

ss
els

. T
he

 la
st 

VM
V w

as
 ta

ke
n o

ut 
of 

us
e i

n 1
97

0. 
Ind

ee
d, 

ov
er

 th
e d

ec
ad

es
 

the
 ve

ss
els

 ha
ve

 be
en

 co
nti

nu
all

y d
ev

elo
pe

d a
nd

 re
fin

ed
, a

nd
 th

e n
ew

 ve
ss

els
 

are
 de

sig
ne

d f
or

 co
as

t g
ua

rd
 op

er
ati

on
s, 

wh
ile

 th
e o

lde
r fl

ee
t w

as
 de

sig
ne

d 
pr

im
ari

ly 
for

 th
e n

ee
ds

 of
 Cu

sto
ms

. L
arg

e b
or

de
r g

ua
rd

 ve
ss

els
, in

 ad
dit

ion
 to

 
the

ir o
the

r c
ap

ac
itie

s, 
als

o s
erv

e a
s fl

oa
tin

g b
as

es
 – 

jus
t a

s t
he

 m
ob

ile
 st

ati
on

s 
did

 in
 th

e 1
93

0s
. In

 th
e m

id-
19

90
s, 

tw
o n

ew
 ve

ss
el 

cla
ss

es
 w

er
e i

ntr
od

uc
ed

: 
Rig

id 
Infl

ata
ble

 Bo
ats

 (R
IB)

, w
hic

h c
an

 re
ac

h h
igh

 sp
ee

ds
, a

nd
 ho

ve
rcr

aft
s. 

In 
the

 20
20

s, 
jet

 sk
is 

ha
ve

 al
so

 be
en

 ad
de

d t
o t

he
 fle

et.

Mo
on

sh
ine

, m
oo

ns
hin

e! 
aft

er
 th

e e
ntr

y i
nto

 fo
rce

 of
 th

e P
ro

hib
itio

n A
ct 

in 
19

19
, F

inn
s d

id 
no

t g
ive

 up
 

dr
ink

ing
: in

ste
ad

, w
ide

sp
re

ad
 sm

ug
gli

ng
 o

pe
ra

tio
ns

 w
he

re
 in

itia
ted

, a
nd

 
the

se
 b

ec
am

e 
inc

re
as

ing
ly 

pr
ofe

ss
ion

al 
in 

ma
ny

 p
lac

es
. T

ho
se

 liv
ing

 o
n 

the
 Fi

nn
ish

 ar
ch

ipe
lag

o a
lso

 to
ok

 ca
re

 of
 so

me
 of

 th
e m

oo
ns

hin
e t

ra
de

, a
s 

it o
"e

re
d g

oo
d m

on
ey

 –
 ev

en
 if 

it w
as

 ill
eg

al.
 

Fo
re

ign
 ve

ss
els

 ca
rry

ing
 m

oo
ns

hin
e a

nc
ho

re
d w

ith
 th

eir
 ca

rg
o o

uts
ide

 
the

 te
rri

to
ria

l w
ate

rlin
e, 

the
n 

sm
ug

gle
rs 

ap
pr

oa
ch

ed
 in

 th
e 

da
rk 

ho
ur

s i
n 

sm
all

, f
as

t b
oa

ts,
 p

aid
 fo

r t
he

 ca
rg

o 
an

d 
the

n, 
in 

mo
st 

ca
se

s, 
tra

ns
po

rte
d 

the
ir p

ur
ch

as
es

 to
 a 

tem
po

ra
ry 

wa
re

ho
us

e i
n t

he
 ou

ter
 ar

ch
ipe

lag
o. 

Fr
om

 
the

re
, t

he
 ca

rg
o 

co
nti

nu
ed

 its
 jo

ur
ne

y t
ow

ar
ds

 th
e 

thi
rst

y b
uy

er
s. 

Fo
r t

he
 

sm
ug

gle
rs,

 th
e m

os
t d

i$
cu

lt t
hin

g w
as

 to
 ke

ep
 th

eir
 op

er
ati

on
s s

ec
re

t, a
s 

the
y w

er
e b

ein
g m

on
ito

re
d fi

rst
 by

 C
us

to
ms

 an
d l

ate
r b

y t
he

 C
oa

st 
Gu

ar
d. 

On
 th

e o
the

r h
an

d, 
the

 ch
all

en
ge

 fo
r t

he
 co

as
t g

ua
rd

s c
ar

ryi
ng

 ou
t th

e s
ur

-
ve

illa
nc

e w
as

 to
 ca

tch
 th

e f
as

t b
oa

ts 
of 

the
 sm

ug
gle

rs,
 as

 th
e C

oa
st 

Gu
ar

d’s
 

fle
et 

wa
s, 

for
 th

e m
os

t p
ar

t, v
er

y o
ld 

an
d s

low
 du

rin
g t

he
 ea

rly
 ye

ar
s. 

Th
e P

ro
hib

itio
n A

ct 
en

de
d o

n 5
 Ap

ril 
19

32
 at

 10
 am

. T
his

 di
d n

ot
 m

ea
n, 

ho
we

ve
r, t

ha
t t

he
 sm

ug
gli

ng
 e

nd
ed

 co
mp

let
ely

, a
lth

ou
gh

 th
e 

ch
an

ge
 d

id 
lea

d t
o s

om
e s

lum
ps

 in
 th

e a
mo

un
t o

f a
lco

ho
l b

ein
g s

mu
gg

led
. A

lko
’s 

pr
ic-

es
 w

er
e h

igh
 an

d s
mu

gg
led

 al
co

ho
l w

as
 le

ss
 ex

pe
ns

ive
, s

o m
an

y r
etu

rn
ed

 
to

 th
eir

 o
ld 

ho
bb

ies
. S

mu
gg

lin
g 

wa
s p

ro
fita

ble
 –

 p
ro

vid
ing

 th
at 

yo
u d

idn
’t 

ge
t c

au
gh

t. 



28
5

28
4

Fo
llo

wi
ng

 th
e e

nd
 of

 th
e P

ro
hib

itio
n A

ct,
 th

e p
ar

tie
s w

ho
 ha

d o
pp

os
ed

 
the

 e
sta

bli
sh

me
nt 

of 
the

 Fi
nn

ish
 C

oa
st 

Gu
ar

d 
pr

op
os

ed
 in

 P
ar

lia
me

nt 
the

 
dis

ma
ntl

ing
 of

 th
e o

rg
an

isa
tio

n. 
Th

is 
pr

op
os

al,
 ho

we
ve

r, d
id 

no
t g

et 
pa

ss
ed

. 
On

 th
e c

on
tra

ry,
 th

e e
nd

 of
 th

e P
ro

hib
itio

n A
ct 

en
ab

led
 th

e d
ev

elo
pm

en
t o

f 
the

 C
oa

st 
Gu

ar
d 

– 
the

 re
du

cti
on

 in
 th

e 
am

ou
nt 

of 
sm

ug
gli

ng
 su

rve
illa

nc
e 

fre
ed

 up
 re

so
ur

ce
s f

or
 ot

he
r w

or
k. 

In 
the

 fo
llo

wi
ng

 ye
ar

s, 
sm

ug
gli

ng
 gr

ad
-

ua
lly

 d
ec

lin
ed

, w
hil

e 
at 

the
 sa

me
 tim

e 
ot

he
r d

ar
k c

lou
ds

 b
eg

an
 to

 g
ath

er
 

on
 th

e h
or

izo
n: 

Fin
lan

d w
as

 ap
pr

oa
ch

ing
 a 

sta
te 

of 
wa

r. 

Th
e c

oa
st 

gu
ard

 in
 tim

es
 of

 w
ar

Du
rin

g 
the

 la
te 

au
tum

n 
of 

19
39

, t
he

 fa
ste

st 
an

d 
mo

st 
se

aw
or

thy
 ve

ss
els

 
of 

the
 C

oa
st 

Gu
ar

d 
we

re
 ha

nd
ed

 o
ve

r t
o 

the
 N

av
y a

nd
, b

efo
re

 th
e 

Wi
nte

r 
Wa

r b
ro

ke
 o

ut,
 th

ey
 w

er
e 

int
eg

ra
ted

 in
to

 d
i"e

re
nt 

Na
vy

 un
its

 su
ch

 as
 th

e 
Se

cu
rin

g 
Flo

till
a, 

the
 E

sc
or

t F
lot

illa
, t

he
 To

rp
ed

o 
Bo

at 
Flo

till
a 

an
d 

the
 A

n-
ti-S

ub
ma

rin
e 

Flo
till

a. 
Th

e 
sh

ips
 p

ro
vid

ed
 m

uc
h-

ne
ed

ed
 re

inf
or

ce
me

nts
 to

 
the

 N
av

y, 
wh

ich
 h

ad
 an

 al
mo

st 
co

mp
let

e 
lac

k o
f li

gh
t n

av
al 

for
ce

s. 
At

 th
e 

sa
me

 tim
e, 

the
 ve

ss
els

 w
er

e e
qu

ipp
ed

 fo
r m

ilit
ar

y o
pe

ra
tio

ns
.

As
 th

ey
 w

er
e h

an
de

d o
ve

r, t
he

 ve
ss

els
’ c

ap
tai

ns
, o
$c

er
s a

nd
 en

gin
ee

rs 
we

re
 m

os
tly

 al
so

 tr
an

sfe
rre

d t
o t

he
 N

av
y. 

Th
e n

av
al 

cre
ws

 w
er

e a
ss

em
ble

d 
fro

m 
bo

th 
re

se
rvi

sts
 an

d t
he

 ve
ss

els
’ o

rig
ina

l c
re

ws
. In

 th
e W

int
er

 W
ar

 an
d 

the
 C

on
tin

ua
tio

n 
Wa

r, t
he

 co
as

t g
ua

rd
s s

er
vin

g 
in 

the
 N

av
y c

ar
rie

d 
ou

t a
 

nu
mb

er
 of

 di
"e

re
nt 

tas
ks

. M
an

y s
er

ve
d a

s m
ar

itim
e p

oli
ce

 o$
ce

rs,
 w

ith
 th

e 
tas

ks
 in

vo
lve

d v
ar

yin
g g

re
atl

y f
ro

m 
on

e p
lac

e t
o a

no
the

r. T
he

 co
as

t g
ua

rd
s’ 

kn
ow

led
ge

 of
 th

e a
rch

ipe
lag

o p
ro

vid
ed

 th
e N

av
y w

ith
 m

uc
h n

ee
de

d l
oc

al 
ex

pe
rti

se
, a

nd
 co

as
t g

ua
rd

s w
er

e a
lso

 pl
ac

ed
 in

 sp
ec

ial
ist

 br
an

ch
es

. 
Th

e C
oa

st 
Gu

ar
d, 

or
igi

na
lly

 es
tab

lis
he

d t
o fi

gh
t th

e w
ar

 ag
ain

st 
mo

on
-

sh
ine

, n
ow

 de
mo

ns
tra

ted
 its

 st
re

ng
ths

, e
xp

er
tis

e a
nd

 im
po

rta
nc

e i
n m

an
y 

wa
ys

, b
ut 

no
t w

ith
ou

t a
lso

 su
"e

rin
g l

os
se

s. 
Du

rin
g t

he
 W

int
er

 W
ar,

 si
x c

oa
st 

gu
ard

s l
os

t th
eir

 liv
es

, w
ith

 fo
ur

 of
 th

es
e b

ein
g k

ille
d d

ur
ing

 an
 en

em
y a

tta
ck

 
wh

ile
 tr

av
ell

ing
 fr

om
 La

va
ns

aa
ri 

to
 S

om
er

i. T
he

 C
on

tin
ua

tio
n 

Wa
r, 

me
an

-
wh

ile
, s

aw
 th

e l
os

s o
f 2

7 c
oa

st 
gu

ar
ds

. A
s f

or
 lo

ss
es

 of
 ve

ss
els

, 1
1 a

ux
ilia

ry 
bo

ats
 w

er
e l

os
t in

 th
e W

int
er

 W
ar,

 w
hil

e t
he

 C
on

tin
ua

tio
n W

ar
 sa

w 
the

 lo
ss

 
of 

VL
 M

er
ku

riu
s, 

VL
 U

isk
o, 

fiv
e V

MV
 bo

ats
 an

d 1
9 a

ux
ilia

ry 
bo

ats
. 

Lif
e a

fte
r t

he
 w

ar
s 

Th
e c

ed
ing

 of
 te

rri
tor

ies
 un

de
r th

e c
on

dit
ion

s o
f th

e t
ruc

e a
gr

ee
me

nt 
gr

ea
tly

 
ch

an
ge

d t
he

 ge
og

rap
hic

al 
op

er
ati

ng
 ar

ea
 of

 th
e C

oa
st 

Gu
ard

. T
he

 m
ari

tim
e 

are
as

 in
 Pe

tsa
mo

, L
ak

e L
ad

og
a, 

the
 Ba

y o
f V

yb
or

g a
nd

 th
e o

ute
r is

lan
ds

 w
er

e 
no

w 
no

 lo
ng

er
 pa

rt 
of 

Fin
lan

d. 
Co

rre
sp

on
din

gly
, th

e h
an

do
ve

r o
f P

or
kk

ala
 to

 
the

 So
vie

t U
nio

n c
re

ate
d a

 ne
w 

ma
riti

me
 bo

rd
er

 th
at 

re
qu

ire
d m

on
ito

rin
g. 

At
 th

e e
nd

 of
 th

e 1
94

0s
, a

 la
rg

e p
ro

po
rti

on
 of

 co
as

t g
ua

rd
 ve

ss
els

 an
d 

so
me

 of
 th

eir
 cr

ew
s w

er
e e

ng
ag

ed
 in

 m
ine

 cl
ea

ra
nc

e w
or

k. 
Th

e fi
xe

d s
ta-

tio
ns

 w
er

e i
n m

an
y p

lac
es

 in
 a 

mi
se

ra
ble

 co
nd

itio
n. 

Gr
ad

ua
lly

, h
ow

ev
er,

 th
e 

ve
ss

els
 w

er
e 

re
tur

ne
d 

to
 b

e 
us

ed
 b

y t
he

 co
as

t g
ua

rd
s, 

the
 st

ati
on

s w
er

e 
re

pa
ire

d 
an

d 
re

no
va

ted
, a

nd
 co

nd
itio

ns
 fo

r c
re

w 
me

mb
er

s b
ec

am
e 

mo
re

 
co

ns
ist

en
t, 

all
 o

f t
his

 p
ro

vid
ing

 so
me

 st
ab

ilit
y d

ur
ing

 th
e 

up
he

av
al 

of 
the

 
cri

sis
 ye

ar
s. 

Th
e 

re
tur

n o
f P

or
kk

ala
 in

 19
56

, m
ea

nw
hil

e, 
fre

ed
 up

 ca
pa

cit
y 

for
 ot

he
r m

ar
itim

e s
ur

ve
illa

nc
e. 

Sm
ug

gli
ng

, w
hic

h 
ha

d 
re

-e
me

rg
ed

 at
 th

e 
en

d 
of 

the
 19

40
s, 

be
ga

n 
to

 
de

cli
ne

 of
 its

 ow
n a

cc
or

d t
ow

ard
s t

he
 en

d o
f th

e 1
96

0s
, b

ut 
a n

ew
 ch

all
en

ge
 

the
n 

ar
os

e: 
ter

rit
or

ial
 vi

ola
tio

ns
. T

he
se

 p
ro

vid
ed

 p
len

ty 
of 

wo
rk 

for
 co

as
t 

gu
ar

ds
 ca

rry
ing

 ou
t n

eu
tra

lity
 su

rve
illa

nc
e. 

Te
rri

to
ria

l v
iol

ati
on

s w
er

e c
om

-
mi

tte
d 

bo
th 

by
 fis

hin
g 

ve
ss

els
 at

 se
a a

nd
 as

 b
or

de
r v

iol
ati

on
s c

ar
rie

d 
ou

t 
by

 ai
rcr

aft
 in

 Fi
nla

nd
’s 

air
sp

ac
e. 

In 
the

 19
60

s a
nd

 19
70

s, 
su

bm
ar

ine
s w

er
e 

als
o i

nv
olv

ed
 in

 te
rri

to
ria

l v
iol

ati
on

s. 
Th

e 
inc

re
as

e 
in 

the
 n

um
be

r o
f p

lea
su

re
 b

oa
ts,

 w
hic

h 
be

ga
n 

in 
the

 
19

60
s, 

als
o 

pla
ce

d 
de

ma
nd

s o
n 

the
 C

oa
st 

Gu
ar

d, 
an

d 
the

se
 ta

sk
s h

av
e 

no
wa

da
ys

 in
 fa

ct 
be

co
me

 an
 ev

er
yd

ay
 pa

rt 
of 

co
as

t g
ua

rd
 op

er
ati

on
s. 

Th
e e

ntr
y i

nto
 fo

rce
 of

 th
e W

or
kin

g H
ou

rs 
Ac

t in
 th

e 1
97

0s
 ch

an
ge

d t
he

 
wo

rki
ng

 lif
e o

f c
oa

st 
gu

ar
ds

. T
he

ir w
or

k d
ay

s n
ow

 in
clu

de
d s

om
e f

re
e t

im
e 

as
 w

ell
, a

nd
 e"

or
ts 

we
re

 m
ad

e t
o f

ac
ilit

ate
 a 

va
rie

ty 
of 

lei
su

re
 ac

tiv
itie

s a
t 

the
 co

as
t g

ua
rd

 st
ati

on
s. 

Th
e c

oa
st 

gu
ard

’s 
re

mi
t e

xp
an

ds
In 

the
 19

60
s, 

the
 fo

un
da

tio
n w

as
 la

id 
for

 m
on

ito
rin

g e
nv

iro
nm

en
tal

 ac
cid

en
ts.

 
At 

tha
t ti

me
, th

e o
$c

ial
 re

sp
on

sib
ilit

y f
or 

the
 pr

ev
en

tio
n o

f m
ari

ne
 po

llu
tio

n h
ad

 
be

en
 as

sig
ne

d t
o t

he
 Fi

nn
ish

 M
ari

tim
e A

dm
ini

str
ati

on
. It

 la
ck

ed
 re

so
urc

es
 fo

r 

thi
s, 

ho
we

ve
r, a

nd
 so

 th
e r

es
po

ns
ibi

lity
 w

as
 ha

nd
ed

 ov
er 

to 
the

 Bo
rde

r G
ua

rd.
 

Th
is w

as
 in

itia
lly

 re
fle

cte
d m

ain
ly 

in 
the

 an
nu

al 
rep

ort
s, 

wh
ich

 w
as

 ne
ve

rth
ele

ss
 

an
 in

cre
as

e c
om

pa
red

 to
 th

e e
arl

ier
 ye

ars
. In

 19
68

, s
urv

eil
lan

ce
 ac

tiv
itie

s w
ere

 
ini

tia
ted

, a
nd

 si
nc

e 2
01

9, 
aft

er 
a l

on
g p

roc
es

s i
nv

olv
ing

 m
an

y c
ha

ng
es

, le
gis

la-
tiv

e m
ea

su
res

, a
nd

 a 
nu

mb
er 

of 
oil

 sp
ill 

inc
ide

nts
, th

e F
inn

ish
 Bo

rde
r G

ua
rd 

is 
no

w 
the

 au
tho

rity
 re

sp
on

sib
le 

for
 co

mb
ati

ng
 en

vir
on

me
nta

l a
cc

ide
nts

. 
At

 th
e 

be
gin

nin
g 

of 
the

 19
80

s, 
Ma

riti
me

 R
es

cu
e 

Co
or

din
ati

on
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en
tre

s, 
MR

CC
s, 

we
re

 e
sta

bli
sh

ed
 fo

r e
ac

h 
co

as
t g

ua
rd

 d
ist

ric
t a

nd
, s

ub
se

rvi
en

t t
o 

the
se

, M
ari

tim
e 

Re
sc

ue
 Su

b-
Ce

ntr
es

, M
RS

Cs
, a

t t
he

 co
mm

an
d 

po
sts

 o
f t

he
 

co
as

t g
ua

rd
 a

re
as

. T
he

ir 
tas

k w
as

 to
 co

mp
ile

 a
 si

tua
tio

na
l p

ict
ure

 fo
r t

he
ir 

ma
riti

me
 ar

ea
 an

d t
hu

s s
up

po
rt 

co
mm

an
d. 

Th
e e

sta
bli

sh
me

nt 
of 

the
se

 co
m-

ma
nd

 ce
ntr

es
 st

re
ng

the
ne

d t
he

 ro
le 

of 
the

 co
as

t g
ua

rd
 di

str
ict

s, 
an

d t
he

 Ac
t 

on
 S

ea
 R

es
cu

e, 
ad

op
ted

 in
 19

82
, c

on
firm

ed
 th

e 
ce

ntr
al 

pla
ce

 o
f t

he
 C

oa
st 

Gu
ard

 in
 th

e m
an

ag
em

en
t a

nd
 co

or
din

ati
on

 of
 o$

cia
l o

pe
rat

ion
s a

t s
ea

. A
fte

r 
the

 Es
ton

ia 
dis

as
ter

, th
e s

ys
tem

 w
as

 ch
an

ge
d t

o i
ts 

cu
rre

nt 
for

m,
 th

at 
is 

tw
o 

ma
riti

me
 re

sc
ue

 ce
ntr

es
: M

RC
C 

Tu
rku

 an
d M

RS
C 

He
lsi

nk
i. M

RS
C 

Va
as

a w
as

 
als

o o
pe

rat
ion

al 
in 

Va
as

a f
or

 so
me

 tim
e, 

un
til 

it w
as

 m
erg

ed
 w

ith
 M

RC
C T

urk
u1 .

Wh
ile

 n
ew

 re
sp

on
sib

ilit
ies

 w
er

e 
be

ing
 ad

de
d, 

so
me

 o
pe

ra
tio

ns
 w

er
e 

be
ing

 ph
as

ed
 ou

t. I
n t

he
 ea

rly
 19

90
s, 

nin
e c

oa
st 

gu
ard

 st
ati

on
s w

er
e c

los
ed

, 
an

d 
so

me
 lo

ca
tio

ns
 w

er
e 

do
wn

gr
ad

ed
 fr

om
 st

ati
on

s t
o 

pa
tro

l b
as

es
. T

he
 

po
ten

tia
l fo

r w
av

es
 of

 re
fug

ee
s c

om
ing

 ac
ro

ss
 th

e G
ulf

 of
 Fi

nla
nd

 w
er

e c
on

-
sid

er
ed

 in
 th

e 
de

cis
ion

s o
n s

tat
ion

 cl
os

ur
es

, w
ith

 th
e 

cu
ts 

be
ing

 p
rim

ar
ily

 
foc

us
ed

 on
 ot

he
r s

ea
 ar

ea
s. 

At
 th

e s
am

e t
im

e, 
the

 C
oa

st 
Gu

ar
d w

as
 m

ad
e 

re
sp

on
sib

le 
for

 re
gio

na
l p

as
sp

or
t c

on
tro

l. 
Fin

lan
d’s

 ac
ce

ss
ion

 to
 th

e E
U 

me
an

t th
at 

the
 G

ulf
 of

 Fi
nla

nd
 be

ca
me

 an
 

ex
ter

na
l b

or
de

r o
f th

e E
U.

 Bo
rd

er
 co

ntr
ol 

op
er

ati
on

s o
n t

he
 Fi

nla
nd

–E
sto

nia
 

bo
rd

er
 se

rve
d a

s a
 ca

tal
ys

t, w
hic

h l
ed

 to
 th

e i
nit

iat
ion

 of
 m

ar
itim

e s
ur

ve
il-

lan
ce

 co
op

er
ati

on
 be

tw
ee

n t
he

 tw
o c

ou
ntr

ies
.

Ne
w 

mi
lle

nn
ium

 – 
ne

w 
ev

er-
ch

an
gin

g c
ha

lle
ng

es
 

Th
e n

ew
 m

ille
nn

ium
 ha

s b
ro

ug
ht 

wi
th 

it a
n i

nc
re

as
ing

ly 
int

er
na

tio
na

l ro
le 

for
 

the
 Fi

nn
ish

 C
oa

st 
Gu

ard
. C

oa
st 

gu
ard

s a
nd

 co
as

t g
ua

rd
 ve

ss
els

 ha
ve

 pa
rtic

i-
pa

ted
 in

 in
ter

na
tio

na
l o

pe
rat

ion
s, 

an
d F

inn
ish

 ex
pe

rtis
e i

s a
pp

rec
iat

ed
 ab

ro
ad

. 

Th
e c

oo
pe

rat
ion

 ca
rrie

d o
ut 

by
 th

e p
oli

ce
, C

us
tom

s a
nd

 th
e B

or
de

r G
ua

rd
, 

kn
ow

n 
as

 P
CB

 c
oo

pe
rat

ion
, i

s 
ex

ten
siv

e 
an

d, 
in 

an
 in

ter
na

tio
na

l c
on

tex
t, 

so
me

thi
ng

 q
uit

e 
un

iqu
e. 

Th
e 

lin
k b

ac
k t

o 
the

 p
as

t h
er

e 
ca

n b
e 

se
en

 in
 th

e 
ea

rly
 ye

ars
 of

 th
e C

oa
st 

Gu
ard

: th
e o

rg
an

isa
tio

n r
ec

eiv
ed

 its
 fie

ld 
of 

op
era

tio
ns

 
as

 w
ell

 as
 so

me
 of

 its
 pe

rso
nn

el,
 eq

uip
me

nt 
an

d s
tat

ion
s f

ro
m 

Cu
sto

ms
. P

CB
 

co
op

er
ati

on
 h

as
 d

ee
p 

ro
ots

, a
nd

 n
ow

ad
ay

s i
t a

lso
 in

clu
de

s c
rim

ina
l in

tel
li-

ge
nc

e. 
Th

e B
or

de
r G

ua
rd

 – 
wh

ich
 in

clu
de

s t
he

 Co
as

t G
ua

rd
 – 

ha
s t

he
 po

we
r 

to 
co

nd
uc

t p
re

-tr
ial

 in
ve

sti
ga

tio
ns

 in
 ca

se
s o

f s
us

pe
cte

d 
hu

ma
n 

tra
$c

kin
g, 

bo
rd

er
 o"

en
ce

s, 
na

tur
e c

on
se

rva
tio

n o
"e

nc
es

 an
d a

 nu
mb

er
 of

 ot
he

r c
rim

es
. 

On
e 

of 
the

 re
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on
s f

or
 th

e 
es

tab
lis

hm
en

t o
f t

he
 C

oa
st 

Gu
ar

d 
in 

19
30

 
wa

s t
he

 sm
ug

gli
ng

 o
f m

oo
ns

hin
e. 

Ov
er

 it
s 9

0 
ye

ar
s o

f o
pe

ra
tio

n, 
ma

ny
 

thi
ng

s h
av

e c
ha

ng
ed

, b
ut 

Fin
ns

 ha
ve

 st
ill 

no
t g

ive
n u

p t
he

ir d
rin

kin
g. 

In 
the

 
Eu

ro
pe

 of
 to

da
y, 

the
 la

rg
e-

sc
ale

 im
po

rt o
f a

lco
ho

l is
 pe

rm
itte

d u
nd

er
 ce

rta
in 

co
nd

itio
ns

. N
ev

er
the
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s, 

the
 w
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k o

f t
he
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tg
ua

rd
s a

s g
ua

rd
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s o
f t

he
 

se
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nti
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e o
n i

nto
 th

e f
utu
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.
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Merivartijat ovat tuttu näky merialueillamme, mutta alusten ohella heidän tärkeänä työympäristönään ovat myös merivartioasemat. Maamme 
merialueilla on Merivartiolaitoksen perustamisen jälkeen ollut yli sata merivartioasemaa. Tässä kirjassa esitellään noin seitsemänkym-

mentä pääosin jo lakkautettua asemaa eri puolilta maata, mukaan lukien 1930-luvulla Laatokalla ja Itäisellä Suomenlahdella olleita asemia. 
Merivartioasemien ohella kirjassa esitellään merivartijoiden käytössä olleet vartiolaivat ja vartiomoottoriveneet. Merivartiolaitoksen aikana 

asemat ja alukset olivat paikoin hyvinkin vaatimattomia, vaikka niissä vietettiin ajoittain vuodet lähes ympäriinsä. Asemarakennuksen virkaa 
toimitti etenkin talviaikoina usein ankkuroitunut tai jäissä oleva laiva, jossa elintilaa oli niukalti, sillä merivartioasema oli jäätyneen väylän 
takana sisäsaaristossa ja työtehtävät merellä.

Sjöbevakarna är en bekant syn på sjön, men utöver fartygen är också sjöbevakningsstationerna en viktig del av deras arbetsmiljö. I havsområdena 
runtom i landet har det sedan Sjöbevakningsväsendet inrättades funnits över hundra sjöbevakningsstationer. I den här boken presenteras ungefär 

sjuttio, i huvudsak redan nedlagda, stationer runtom i landet, inklusive stationer som fanns i Ladogaområdet och Östra Finska viken på 1930-talet.
I boken presenteras också, utöver sjöbevakningsstationerna, de bevakningsfartyg och bevakningsmotorbåtar som använts av sjöbeva-

karna. Under Sjöbevakningsväsendets tid var stationerna och farkosterna ställvis mycket anspråkslösa, trots att man tidvis vistades på dem 
nästan året runt. Särskilt om vintrarna fick ett fartyg som låg för ankar eller satt fast i isen ofta tjänstgöra som stationsbyggnad, där det var 
trångt om saligheten, då sjöbevakningsstationen låg i den inre skärgården på andra sidan den frusna farleden, och arbetet utfördes till havs.
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